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Neat Acoustics
lota Alpha

Neat’s compact take on a room-friendly floorstanding
loudspeaker is as entertaining as it is unusual
Review: James Parker Lab: Keith Howard

BEBEERR
SHEBEE

Ithough it made its name with the
superb, but utterly conventional
Petite speakers way back in
1989, of late Teesdale-based
Neat Acoustics seems to have delighted in
finding unusual takes on established design
principles. It’s not a matter of gimmicks or
fads, but rather all about seeking solutions
to make a tried and tested formula - drive
units mounted in a box — perform better.
Thus we have the Motive line, with
its distinctive slanted cabinets; the
Momentum range, with isobaric loading
behind an otherwise conventional-looking
facade; the flagship Ultimatum models
- adding to the Momentum design with
upward-firing supertweeters; and now
the lota range, expanded from the tiny
original with the arrival of the miniature
floorstanders we have here.

THE TALK OF THE SHOW

Selling for £1385 a pair, in a choice of
three wood finishes — natural oak, black oak
or American walnut - or satin white, the
new speakers literally build on the ultra-
compact lota design with the addition of a
downward firing woofer in its own ported
enclosure. Appearances are deceptive, for
take a quick look at the pictures on these
pages and you might be thinking of a
conventionally-proportioned floorstander.

After all, Neat isn’t the first company to
mount its midrange driver and tweeter on
a slanted baffle, and the looks of the lota
Alpha may well summon up memories of
everything from various Shahinian models
to the short-lived Tannoy Precision range
of the late 1990s - launched with some
hoo-ha and now seemingly expunged from
the company history.

However, the realisation that the mid|
bass unit on show here is just 100mm (4in)
across puts the size of the lota Alpha in
context and, when you actually encounter
a pair, you realise these speakers are truly
tiny, standing just 45cm tall.

RIGHT: The upper section of this speaker
is a sealed, upward-tilted version of the
original lota, complete with EMIT planar-
magnetic tweeter and 10cm mid/bass
unit, here on midrange duty

But then that’s the whole point
of them, for just as the original lota
loudspeaker was designed to deliver
an ultra-compact solution for desktop
and small-room audio, so the new
Alpha model is all about expanding
this concept into a design able to be
used in slightly larger spaces.

However, another requirement
was that it should do so in a package
almost able to disappear into the
room in which it’s used - something
that can’t be achieved with
conventional floorstanders!

It seems Neat has been pondering
the Alpha design ever since the
original lotas were launched five
years ago, and while the company
won’t rule out further variations on
the theme in the future, it’s taken
since 2011 to bring this new model
together. It was previewed at the Bristol
Sound & Vision show earlier this year,
and proved to be one of the more talked-
about products there. On the end of Naim
amplification, a pair of Alphas was doing
a fine job of filling the Neat room with
sound, and doing so without any significant
sign of the problems common to hotel-
based shows.

But then that was the idea of the
lota Alpha. It’s an inconspicuous speaker
designed to be room-friendly, while
still delivering big-speaker sound from
a compact enclosure. To that end it’s
basically an original lota given an upward
slant — an idea I've found effective in the
past when using the little Neat speakers
for ‘desktop audio’ — and lifted up off the
ground atop a bass enclosure. The driver
complement in the upper section is the
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same as that found in the lota, comprising
a 50mm EMIT planar-magnetic tweeter
and a T00mm mid/bass driver, the unusual
tweeter design also being used by Neat in
its big Ultimatum speakers, and the drive
units again being mounted side-by-side.

REFLEX-LOADED DESIGN
The significant change from the original
lota is that these drivers are now mounted
in a sealed enclosure, rather than one
with a rear port. Indeed, the lota Alpha’s
reflex-loading is now designed to tune the
dedicated low-frequency section on which
the midjtreble section sits.

Perhaps ‘sits’ isn’t quite the right word
for the lota Alpha is built as a whole,
but strictly divided up within, the bass
enclosure occupying all of the downward
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